


“A boutique luxury home builder with 

heart.” 
Based in Calgary, Alberta, Rockwood Custom Homes 

is an exclusive, boutique custom home construction 

and renovation company that provides a full suite of 

construction, architectural and interior design services to 

a discriminating client-base. 





History
How we started

In 2009, Allison Grafton and partner Grainger Nimmo 

founded Rockwood Custom Homes: a luxury custom 

builder committed to constructing homes with the very 

highest standards of workmanship, materials, style and 

design. The clients’ satisfaction was paramount as was 

their commitment to delivering homes on time and on 

budget, adhering to the highest of financial standards.

The idea for Rockwood Custom 

Homes came from Allison, who 

had built or renovated more than 

a dozen luxury homes to date and 

was stunned by the lack of financial management and 

customer care evidenced in so many of her previous 

building experiences. She came together with partner 

Grainger—who had a wealth of construction experience 

in the high-end home sector and a background in 

engineering—and they started the company with $5,000, 

during the most difficult year Calgary’s construction 

sector had witnessed in a quarter century. They never 

borrowed a cent. They worked hard and grew the company 

completely organically. They distinguished themselves in 

an arguably saturated market place 

with their beautiful homes and their 

happy clients.

And once they broke in, there was no 

stopping them. Today, Rockwood Custom Homes is one 

of the busiest luxury custom home builders in Calgary 

boasting a roster of very satisfied clients. 
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“You dream it. 

We build it.”



rockwoodcustomhomes.ca  |  5



6  |  rockwoodcustomhomes.ca

Vision

The Rockwood Custom Homes vision has been the same 

from day one: To provide clients with luxury high-end 

homes, together with unparalleled creative design and 

the utmost of customer care, within the covenants of the 

strictest financial metrics, budgets and processes. 

Rockwood’s project management was superb with truly 

excellent attention to detail. They delivered our home on 

time, on budget and to a very high quality.

 

- Grant & Helen Bremner, March 2015 
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service

Rockwood is so much more than your average home 

builder; catering to each client’s individual requirements, 

Rockwood offers a full suite of construction, architectural 

and interior design services.  What may have started as 

a sketch on the back of a napkin is transformed into 

a gorgeous new home with the help of Rockwood’s 

talented personnel.  At Rockwood, we walk the client 

through the full build of their new home and consider 

every detail.  From the thorough structural pre-build 

review by our engineering team, to constructing “that 

perfect” wine cellar to selecting timeless-yet-current 

fabrics and textiles for your new furnishings, Rockwood 

does it all. 

Most importantly, Rockwood works with your own 

style and tastes, assisting and guiding you throughout 

the entire process, helping you to realize your unique 

vision for your custom home. Our quality materials 

and experienced trades people are hand selected to fit 

not only the superior quality standards that our clients 

can expect from Rockwood, but to also match your 

discriminating and individual tastes. 



In the summer of 2014, Rockwood launched the very prestigious Villas at Aspen Heights project, an exclusive 

Rockwood development in one of Calgary’s most sought after neighbourhoods. Rockwood’s prairie-chic inspired 

Villas at Aspen Heights include two styles of homes: spacious bungalows and tasteful 1.5 storey residences. 

Exclusive Developments

More than just custom homes, in 2013, Rockwood launched its first two multi-home development projects—Mountain 

Pine Estates and Elveden Heights Estates. Engaging in joint ventures with like-minded land developers who value 

quality construction, they are creating beautiful, functional communities in the city of Calgary. 
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In 2015, Rockwood is set to launch another exciting project—the Residences of King Edward. This unique 

regentrification project will be a collection of 21 gorgeous single-family flats built on a heritage site as an extension 

of what will be one of Calgary’s preeminent Arts and Cultural hubs. Partnering with cSpace, a specialist non-profit 

company that owns, builds and operates a portfolio of large-scale, multi-tenant creative workspaces, Rockwood is 

poised to help revitalize one of Calgary’s historic sites. 

The Residences of King Edward will be exclusive, high quality, legacy homes, creating new unique living opportunities 

for a select number of discriminating homeowners. 

rockwoodcustomhomes.ca  | 9



WHat WE Do
architectural Design

Rockwood Custom Homes recognizes that discerning 

clients choose to build a custom home because they 

value their individuality; they desire to create a space 

that meets their specific needs, interests, and tastes. 

Whether modern or traditional, contemporary or country, 

we cater to your particular style. At Rockwood we are 

masters of high-end design and build: any design, 

any build. Our discriminating taste 

allows us to work with your individual 

preferences to build a home that’s 

perfect for you. 

“We make it 

beautiful. We 

make it yours.”

Our questions and concerns were discussed, reviewed, 

and validated throughout the building process. 

The Rockwood team was very good at meeting our 

expectations and considering our opinions, all the while 

building at a high standard and creating a high quality 

product. Our home was built with attention to detail at 

the highest level.

 

-  Laura and Tyler Krausert, December 2013

10  |  rockwoodcustomhomes.ca



Green Design

A leader in Calgary’s construction industry, Rockwood Custom Homes is also making other meaningful contributions 

to residential home building in the city—green building! In 2015, Rockwood completed the build of Calgary’s first 

Net-Zero home—a home that produces at least as much energy as it consumes on an annual basis. 

Rockwood worked closely with the homeowners and followed Passivhaus principles to minimize the home’s energy 

consumption. The result is a beautiful custom home that will be able to lower its emissions by 80 per compared to 

similar luxury homes of the same size. With further tree planting offsets, the cumulative effect of the home’s energy 

consumption will be “Net Zero.” 

rockwoodcustomhomes.ca  | 11



12  |  rockwoodcustomhomes.ca



“The more complex, the better. We’re up for the challenge.”
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During the design phase, we were very confident in the 

design team’s vision for the different spaces.  Allison had 

a strong sense of what we wanted in the home and much 

of the colour selection, furniture design and selection; 

all window coverings and drapery were selected and/or 

created by Rockwood’s design team. The result is better 

than we could have possibly imagined. The expertise and 

attention to detail is apparent throughout our home, which 

exhibits a flow and functionality that is unsurpassed.  

 

- Corey and Jayne Ruttan, April 2011
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interior Design 

Interior design starts from the very inception of a project. 

Starting with the selection and design of important 

architectural elements—such as built-ins, closets, 

paneling, and wainscoting—the planning stage of interior 

design is an important part of Rockwood’s process. We 

also help you to select a colour palette that will bring 

a unity to your home and set the right mood for your 

custom dwelling. Finally, we can assist you in beautifully 

appointing all, or a selection, of rooms, bringing together 

the architectural design with elegant, quality furnishings 

to best showcase your custom dwelling.



Before 

Before 

Before 

Before 

Before 

Before 

renovations

From impossible to work around to fully functional, 

from old-fashioned to modern, Rockwood can help 

you to renovate your existing home to better suit your 

lifestyle needs. At Rockwood, we specialize in complex, 

difficult, large-scale renovations. From complete interior 

overhauls to entire rebuilds of existing structures, we’ve 

done it before and can do it for you. 

Our million-dollar-plus renovations include everything 

from reworking outdated floorplans, to demolitions 

to plumbing. Of course, as with our custom builds, 

architectural and interior design is paramount in every 

renovation.  When required, we’re careful to work within 

the original confines of the home, retaining key features 

such as vaulted ceilings or existing stone chimneys 

and constructing around them, building on the original 

foundations to create new, beautiful and functional 

masterpieces. 

We could not have been more impressed with 

Rockwood’s caring and professional approach to our 

entire renovation—both scoped and unpredicted. We 

plan to be in our current home for many years to come 

but Rockwood would be the first company we would call 

if we ever again find ourselves in need of a home builder.

 

-  Anne and Paul Wanklyn, August 2014
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Before 

Before 

After 

After 

Our renovation project with Rockwood delivered not only a spectacular and 

beautiful renovation for our family but was done with the trust and integrity we 

were thrilled to discover still exists today. Throughout the entire process, we felt 

like Allison and Grainger were treating our home as if it were their own. In fact 

everyone working on our renovation seemed to share that attitude. From the 

contractors on site throughout the project to the trades people brought in to 

work on specific elements, it felt like we were being treated in a special fashion.” 

- Richard Bartrem and CJ Walker, December 2010
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WHat sEts 
us apart 
Customer Care

Rockwood’s clients love their homes. And they love 

the staff at Rockwood Custom Homes. The reason 

is simple. Allison and Grainger have created a culture 

and philosophy of customer care as paramount to any 

successful build. All of Rockwood’s staff, including 

trades people and artisans, is hired with this principle 

firmly engrained. So, customers will receive the utmost 

in care from every member of the Rockwood team. 

The client testimonials speak for themselves and clients 

cannot say enough about the staff at Rockwood Custom 

Homes: 

Not only are Rockwood staff bona fides experts in 

their field but they are also passionate about being the 

very best at what they do. I don’t think it would be an 

exaggeration to say that they treat clients like (their 

favorite) family members.  

- Cameron E. Plewes, November 2013
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Financial Management 

Over and above any other critical success factor, 

Rockwood Custom Homes respects a client’s financial 

commitment to building a new home. Partner Allison 

comes from a strong financial background (was in 

banking prior to becoming a builder) and understands 

how strong financial metrics, plans and budgets help 

create security and eliminate stress in what can be a very 

stressful process. Through sound financial management, 

from the very onset of project planning right through 

to a client’s move-in date, Rockwood treats a client’s 

investment as if it was their own.

“In a cost plus process, a customer wants to know 

exactly where their money is going. I received every bill 

from every store, trade and delivery company we used 

down to the last nail.

- Tony Giantomaso & Oksana Tcherbak, November 2013

From the business point of view, Rockwood’s control 

and reporting was exceptional; we greatly appreciated 

the detail and backup accompanying each expenditure.

- Janet and Brent Watson, May 2012

Exceptional product  

Obviously, every builder will talk about how excellent 

their homes are and Rockwood is not any different in this 

right. Rockwood’s great relationships with trades people 

and artisans are paramount in delivering beautiful homes 

and renovations. Our own team is also completely 

dedicated to creating beautiful masterpieces for clients. 

And our clients themselves can be seen gushing about 

their homes on Rockwood’s website. In fact, not a single 

Rockwood client has not been absolutely thrilled with 

their home. That’s why Rockwood has roughly doubled 

in size year after year of operations. 

The experience of working with Rockwood Custom 

Homes was beyond our expectations. They are respectful 

of clients, contractors, neighbours and the environment—

and great fun to work with!

 

- John and Susan McWilliams, November 2014

We are thrilled with not only with our beautiful new home, 

but also with the entire process. It is not often that you 

hear of a building experience that is on time, on budget, 

and a pleasant and rewarding experience. 

- Karen and Chris McDowall, March 2013
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portFolio
SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2009, ROCKWOOD CUSTOM HOMES HAS BUILT AND 
RENOVATED OVER 50 HOMES. WE’VE INCLUDED A FEW OF THESE GEMS IN 
OUR PORTFOLIO.
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Lake home 

renovation:
A historic property gets a new life 



5550 Lakeshore Drive • Kelowna, BC

This amazing lake home renovation in Kelowna, British Columbia, took a diamond in the rough 

and made it brilliant.  Full interior renovations plus landscaping details were completed by the 

Rockwood Custom Homes team during a 16-week period in the Spring/Summer of 2015. The 

renovated property and home blends seamlessly with the surrounding mountains, parkland 

and the beauty of Lake Okanagan, while paying tribute to the home’s history and past owner. 

Lakefront Living 
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A historic property gets a new life 
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Lakefront Living 

BEFORE

BEFORE
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A fully updated exterior with warm, contemporary 

colours complement the lake and its natural 

surroundings; warm charcoal grays mixed with 

eye-popping trim and doors in duck-egg blue 

pick up the beautiful Okanagan light.

BEFORE





Remove yourself from the hustle and bustle of city life. Turn off the television. Set your phone 

to quiet. Grab your bathing suit and that novel you’ve been meaning to read for the last 

month. It’s the dog days of summer—your favourite time of year. Put your feet up, breathe 

deep, and enjoy the serenity of your surroundings while relaxing in your spacious, luxurious, 

custom-cottage lake home.

With panoramic views of Lake Okanagan and surrounding mountains, Rockwood Custom 

Home’s  latest lake home renovation abounds with luxurious touches while honouring the 

spirit of the lake. With serene colours, gorgeous wood and stone work, and plenty of high-end 

finishes, Rockwood has elevated this historic lake home into a luxury getaway. Big on comfort 

while not skimping on style, this warm and contemporary, 3500-square-foot lake cottage 

features five bedrooms, a guesthouse and six separate, outdoor sitting spaces.  With an 

80-foot-wide beach with a charming lakeside gazebo and 385 feet of private lake frontage, 

it’s perfect for hosting family and friends, or just relaxing while taking in the breathtaking 

views of Lake Okanagan and surrounding vistas. 

Retreat. 
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Retreat. 



Rockwood’s inspired renovation opened 

up the entire main floor and revitalized 

and renewed the chef’s kitchen, dining, 

living and lounge areas. 
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BEFORE BEFORE
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The gorgeous chef’s kitchen was completely 

renovated, creating an open living area and 

exposing 270-degrees of scenic lakescapes 

which were previously hidden behind a wall that 

blocked all views of Lake Okanagan. 
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BEFORE BEFORE
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BEFORE AFTER
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This inspired lake home renovation was a passion project for Rockwood Custom Homes’ 

president Allison Grafton. Grafton and her husband Kevin Taillefer were fortunate to stumble 

upon this historic property and re-imagine it as a their personal home, renovated in Rockwood  

fashion—their dream lake cottage on Lake Okanagan. 

The property’s own history goes back 120 years when it was owned by the Leach family—

some of the first homesteaders in Kelowna’s Mission area. The land itself was gifted to one 

of the Leach daughters, Erica, who built and lived in the original lake home from the 1920s 

to 2013. Erica, the property and the home were all devastated as the home burnt to the 

ground in the Kelowna fires of 2003. The home was eventually reconstructed, just as it had 

been, but on a different piece of the property in order to maximize its lake views. Mrs. Leach 

passed away in 2013 at the tender age of 94, leaving behind the lake home and a fascinating 

legacy. The face of F.H. Varley’s (one of the famous Group of Seven artists, arguably one of 

Canada’s most legendary painters) portrait of an Unknown Woman, later called by its rightful 

name, Erica, Mrs. Leach was the inspiration behind a piece of Canadian art history. Many of 

the wind-blown, ancient fir trees visible on the property also seem to show up in Varley’s work 

and Grafton wonders if this is where he took some of his inspiration? 

Grafton and Taillefer like to think that the home she leaves behind holds a little bit of that 

same magic that inspired Varley to paint Erica. The cottage’s reconstruction aims to honour 

the woman, her home, and the beautiful lake that serves as its backdrop… its canvas. 

Share in a LittLe 

Okanagan History: 
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Okanagan History: 



BEFORE



Four new luxury ensuites feature 

mosaic marble tile floors, glass 

accents and carved stone tiles.



The charming guesthouse has two bedrooms, 

each with its own private ensuite. BEFORE



The girls’ camp room is decorated in a soft turquoise and accented by fresh whites. With 

floral-patterned bedding and whitewashed double bunks, the room is cozy, serene, and just a 

little bit playful.

The boys’ camp room, once used to house a spider-boat, has been transformed into a fantastic 

space for young men.  Both rugged and playful, it features thick log furniture, a boy-inspired 

ensuite, and, of course, great views of the lake! 



Perfect for play or relaxing, this 

home features 385 feet of private 

swimming beach, vegetable 

gardens, a moorage dock and a 

beach-front gazebo. 

BEFORE

AFTER







Private outdoor sitting spaces are 

great for entertaining or just taking 

in the beautiful surroundings. 



roCkWooD 
pEoplE
leadership

Rockwood encourages employees to be the best that 

they can be, helping them to excel in their respective 

crafts. Moreover, Allison and Grainger lead by example 

showing that to succeed, you need to run your business 

with integrity, deliver on your promises, keep your clients 

satisfied, and work hard always. 

“It is an honour to have a seat at 

the Rockwood table.” 

- Ben, Project Manager 

allison Grafton and Grainger Nimmo 

Rockwood Custom Homes was founded in 2009 by two 

partners, Allison Grafton and Grainger Nimmo. Grainger 

has a wealth of construction experience in the high-end 

home sector and a background in engineering; Allison 

has solid financial expertise and considerable experience 

designing and building new homes, in addition to 

completing numerous, complex renovation projects. 

Together, they create a partnership that is committed to 

delivering beautiful, unique custom homes on time and 

on budget while providing the utmost in customer care. 

Every business is ultimately a people business and 

it’s apparent that Rockwood lives by this adage. The 

Rockwood team brought a great combination of creativity, 

practical advice, tremendous know-how, teamwork, and 

sound financial management to the entire build process.

- Karen & Doug Haughey, May 2014
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Culture 

Rockwood’s staff are hired for their commitment to their craft; passion for what they do; excellence in execution; 

accountability; ability to be self-starters; and a pronounced customer orientation, above all. 

Allison and Grainger believe strongly in professional development for their staff and encourage and fund skill 

upgrading, apprenticeship programs, and supervisory and management training. In addition, twice each year, the 

two partners take their staff on Architectural Trips to see and experience the variety of new building going on in 

Canada. In addition to an educational component, these trips provide great team-building opportunities, allowing 

employees to bond and truly bask in the Rockwood Custom Homes culture. A culture so great that Rockwood has 

never had an employee leave.  
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“I have had the privilege of working for Rockwood Custom 

Homes since its first project. The company has grown 

significantly since that time but what has not changed is the 

family-like culture upon which Rockwood was built.”

 

It means something to work for Rockwood and all of the 

employees can feel it. We are doing something exceptional 

in an industry where most companies strive to be average. 

It is an exciting time to be a Rockwood employee. Allison 

and Grainger are true mentors—they encourage and assist 

us to push the envelope and be the best that we can be. 

They empower us to make a difference; this support and 

confidence is what makes being a Rockwood employee 

special.  In addition we are given excellent compensation, 

benefits, annual trips, etc. Rockwood is the complete 

package—there isn’t a better company to work for.

 

- Dave, Project Manager

  

“Every employee dreams of being invited into an 

environment where success is the rule, hard work is 

rewarded with solid compensation, and innovation and 

creativity thrive. This dream is a reality for myself and my 

coworkers at Rockwood Custom Homes.”

 

Whether we are zip lining in Whistler at our company retreat, 

or working late into the evening to meet our deadlines, we 

achieve great things because we work as a family of like-

minded entrepreneurs focused on a common goal. It is this 

charged environment that wins the trust of our clients and 

helps Rockwood continue to succeed in our industry.

 

- Ben, Project Manager

 “Rockwood recognizes that a strong, well experienced 

team of employees is the core and backbone of success.”

 

Not only do the operating partners take the lead through 

their work ethic but they respect and care about the 

employees, encouraging each of us to strive for more.  

Along with quantifiable compensation packages, annual 

trips, subsidized schooling, and medical benefits, there 

are the intangibles that truly make Rockwood stand out.  

We each have the ability to provide meaningful input, 

participate in discussions and even disagreements; yet we 

always know our opinion was considered.  This freedom to 

work as individuals is vital to ensure we are empowered to 

succeed as a team.

 

- Matt, CFO 

  

“The Partners of Rockwood are dedicated and inspiring 

individuals that share their passion, high energy and vast 

knowledge with each employee, allowing us to grow as both 

as individuals and valued team members.”

 

Rockwood is a progressive and forward-thinking 

company that provides inspiring workspaces, competitive 

compensation packages and annual retreats.  The strong, 

creative, well-experienced team they have brought together 

make coming to work every day a true pleasure.

 

- Katie, Interior Design Manager

Employee testimonials 
Don’t take our word for it. Here’s what some of our employees had to say about working for Rockwood.



”Rockwood Custom Homes’ culture has far surpassed 

those of the numerous companies for whom I’ve worked 

during the last seven years, and as a part of their team I am 

constantly impressed and inspired.”

Allison and Grainger run their company with integrity 

and create unparalleled relationships with their clients, 

employees and trades people. Rockwood partners 

constantly challenge the norm of this industry in order 

to exceed the expectations of their clients; Rockwood’s 

intention is to ensure that every client gets a home that 

reflects their dreams and their style. The partners encourage 

input from their employees to gain a well-rounded 

perspective on design and construction. It is a true pleasure 

to work with them.

 

- Lindsey, Lead Interior Designer

  

“Our company is led by an outstanding team of respected, 

knowledgeable and passionate professionals.”

 

I am a proud employee of Rockwood Custom Homes. The 

partners support and encourage all of their employees, 

trades people and customers, far surpassing any other 

company I have ever worked for. Not only is it a pleasure 

to come to work every morning, but Rockwood Custom 

Homes also offers fun annual staff trips, fantastic medical 

benefits, and excellent compensation. I hope to be a 

member of this respected team for a long time to come.

 

- Sara, Executive Assistant

“As the newest member of the Rockwood team, it was 

immediately apparent that I had become part of a company 

with a sincere appreciation for its staff.”

 

Led by an outstanding partnership duo, Rockwood 

is comprised of a diverse range of experienced, 

knowledgeable and personable staff. We are encouraged to 

bring individual qualities to the table, while being challenged 

to think “outside the box,” in an industry that demands it. 

Through a culture of transparency, communication, integrity, 

and respect, our team has the ability to set the bar at new 

heights.

 

- Brad, Project Manager

  

”Since Rockwood Custom Homes’ inception, I have worked 

with the two brilliant partners who brought this company 

into being.”

Talented people in their own right, Allison and Grainger have 

attracted a stellar team of professionals to the Rockwood 

creative table. Every week, I experience the enthusiasm and 

commitment of each team member with whom I work on a 

variety of client projects—and what a pleasure it is to work 

with this team. 

The word “family” was used by other employees in their 

testimonials. I believe I am the oldest member of this family 

and can attest that “family” is the best description of the 

company’s culture. Never in my 40 years as an architectural 

designer, technologist, and commercial interior designer, 

have I experienced the day-to-day consistent care and 

excellence that this company and its employees strive 

for as they give the best of the best to their clients. It is a 

privilege and a welcome challenge to work with Rockwood.

- Allan J. Rothecker, Architectural Technologist



awards

With so many things done right, people are standing up and taking notice.

Presenter Award Category Distinction 

Best of Houzz 2016 Design Category  Winner 

Best of Houzz 2016 Customer Service Category Winner 

Alberta Venture Fast Growth 50 
2016

Placed 20th of 50 Winner 

RBC Canadian Women 
Entrepreneur Awards 2015 

Allison Grafton – Momentum Award Winner 

WXN Canada’s Most Powerful 
Women: Top 100 2015

Allison Grafton – CIBC Entrepreneur Award Winner 

Profit/Chatelaine W100 Canada’s 
Top Female Entrepreneurs 2015

Allison Grafton – 4th out of 100 Winner 

Best of Houzz 2015 Design Category  Winner 

Best of Houzz 2015 Customer Service Category Winner 

WXN Canada’s Most Powerful 
Women: Top 100 2014

Allison Grafton – CIBC Entrepreneur Award Winner 

Profit/Chatelaine W100 Canada’s 
Top Female Entrepreneurs 2014

Allison Grafton – Third out of 100 Winner 

Western Living Designer of the 
Year Awards 2014 

Interior Design Category Finalist 

Business in Calgary Leaders of 
Tomorrow 2014 

Allison Grafton – One of 20 leaders recognized Winner 

Alberta Venture Contractor of the 
Year Awards 2014

General Contractor (under $50 million annual revenues) Winner 

Best of Houzz 2014 Design Category Winner 

Best of Houzz 2014 Customer Satisfaction Category Winner 

Alberta Venture Fast Growth 50 
2014

Placed 17 of 50 Winner 

WXN Canada’s Most Powerful 
Women: Top 100, 2013

Allison Grafton – CIBC Entrepreneur Award Winner 

Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of 
the Year Awards 

Allison Grafton – Real Estate and Construction sector Finalist 

Alberta Venture Contractor of the 
Year Awards 2013

General Contractor (under $50 million annual revenues) Winner 

Calgary Choice Awards 2013 Best Home Builder Winner 

Calgary Choice Awards 2013 Best Employer (under 30 employees) Winner 

Best of Houzz 2013 Design Category Winner 



2013, 2014, 2015



PHONE

403-452-5955

EMAIL

info@rockwoodcustomhomes.com

 

ROCKWOOD DESIGN OFFICE:

56 Uplands Way, Calgary AB T3Z 3N5

 

CORPORATE MAILING ADDRESS:

1600 - 90 Avenue SW, PO Box 72134 Calgary, AB T2V 5A8


